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2. The d&rop in ewxpgenditures in 1974 indicated by
the preceding tazle is somewhat misleading, hovwever,
because the heaviest cupenditures in 1973 occurred shortly
before and after whe 27 Janvary cecase-fire. During the
last three guarcers of 1973, South Vietnames2 forces
fired an average of cnly 484 tons of ammunition and
8,340 arzillery rcunds dailvy. These figures comparc
wlth an average rate of ewpenditure of 561 tens of
ammunition and 10,390 arziliexzy wounds during 1974, indicating
a rise in Scuth Viesna=mese ammunition consumption since March
1973. Moreover, the Lowest expendizure level in the post-
cease~fire paricd occurred in the seccnd guarter of 1973,
while tae highest was in the thixrd guarter or 1974.
3. The risinc 4rend in South Vietnanmese expenditures
is illustratzd in Tabie 2, shcwing daily experditure rates
by cuarter The ratio included in the tazle sheows that
South Viet:a:ase consumpticn of artilliexy ammunitien
relative to other tyvres. reached a peax cduring the third cuarter
of 1972 which, significantly, was also the higihest eumganditure
rate for GV crouné foxces. In contrast, the lowest crozorzicn
of artillery expgenditures occurred during ceriods of realatively
low combat.
Table 2

Dailv South Visfnamese Amnunition

Expancituras &y gusrser, i3i2-il0a

Tons Artv xds Artv rds:tcens

1872 - 2,154 46,930 - 22:1

1st Qtr 1,311 28,040 . 21:1
2nd Qtr - 2,44 52,800 22:1
3rd Qtr . 2,907 66,120 23:1
4th Qtr 1,951 40,750 21:1

1973 892 15,580 17:1
lst Qtr 2,118 37,300 18:1
2nd Qtr 430 7,280 18:1
3rd Qtr 448 7,820 17:1
4th Qtr 593 9,920 17:1

1974 - 561 10,300 18:1

1st Qtr 521 9,150 18:1
2nd Qtr 499 10,620 21:1
3rd Qtr 672 11,910 18:1
dth Qtr 553 9,520 17:1
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4. Previous reporting has xndicaLcd that in early
Scptember, 1974 the South Vietnamese initiated a major
cffort to conscrve ammunition in response Lo the cutbacks
in U.s. military aid. Analysis of expendizure data for the
fourth quarter shcws that the GVN has had sore success,
Since Scptember, South Vietnamase =vocwcl‘”rnf nave
averaged 16,820 tecns a month == & drop of 18% frem the
third quartexr's cupenditure rate andé aboui 27
average rate registercd our*"g the first nin
Although a low rate of combat prevailed dur

1 .@8s than the
W& months of 1974,

,..“ . -

ing tobar an

November, South Vietnamese empenditures in Decembder -- a

. period of intensified fighting -- remained belcw 600 tons
daily, considerably less than the 672 tons a day fired during

the heavy flqhtnng last summer.

5. With respect %o atocko*lcs, the South Vietnamese
will have ample amaunition *o maintain their fouxr+h cuar
1974 expcﬁc;tu*c tnrouju 1975. &already scme 100,C00 tous
of anmunition are scocxpiled in the country -- eguivalent
to akout six rmonth's supply at last cuurber's raze.
Moreover, 65,000 adcitional tcns of ammuniticn ara scheduw
to arrive throuch the regular plae’lne, and anotherx 28, S
tons will be transferr2d to South Vieinam “rom Zacs. The

. deliveries will leave South Vietnam with & tozzl of 153,0
tons of ammunition available Zor use ch:oug JL“_, 197=.
This amount of ammunition would suppor nly 80 days of
combat at the expenditure rate of 2,4 00 tens a cday averaged
during the 1972 offensive, but at the 1574 veax expenditure
it would last about nine and one-half months.
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